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Summer 2018 Welcome Back Service Talk – Reverend Jonathon 

Often the key to making changes in our lives is about asking ourselves the right 

questions. Throughout the Gospels Jesus is constantly asking searching 

questions of others. The disciples ask him a question and he asks them a 

difficult question back. This I guess must have been a little frustrating for the 

disciples and for anyone reading the bible today we could be tempted to think 

‘Why don’t you just give me the answer…about what to do or how to be and so 

on.’ But that’s precisely the point. God wants us to think for ourselves. Only we 

can find the answers to those big questions of life such as who do I want to be?  

The reading we have just heard is another example of Jesus asking the right 

questions. Peter has failed badly. He has let Jesus down in the past in the most 

unimaginable way. Jesus had been deeply unpopular with the religious 

authorities and in his last few days before being crucified had been hunted by 

them. He had caused far too much trouble to simply be ignored and anyone 

associated with him was also in big trouble. So when Peter had been asked 

‘You know this Jesus don’t you?’ ‘You’re one of his followers aren’t you?’ he 

denies knowing him. ‘Nothing to do with me. Never heard of him!’ And he does 

it three times. These are no mistakes. For all his passion and commitment in 

the past in promising faithfully to follow Jesus no matter what, when it comes 

down to it he abandons him. Ruthlessly. He has failed and there’s just no 

getting away from it. 

But in the reading today the risen Jesus – after that first Easter Sunday - meets 

Peter on the beach. It’s the first time they have met since Peter abandoned 

Jesus. What should Jesus do? How would we react? Would we give the friend 

who has betrayed us a second chance? Jesus in fact doesn’t refer to the past 

but simply asks Peter three times whether he loves him. He is asking Peter 

whether he is committed to him and will follow him. He is saying in effect ‘Do 

you want to start again?’ The three questions asked by Jesus cancel out the 

three times Peter abandoned him. Jesus is restoring Peter. Bringing him back 

to the best version of himself. Re-investing in him. Looking beyond the 

betrayal. He is showing us that failure, letting people down, getting it wrong, 
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making mistakes, not being the person we had hoped to be doesn’t have to be 

the end of our story. It could just be the beginning. In fact we could be a lot 

better off for having made a real mess of it in the past! The amazingly good 

news is that we all get second chances. In fact with God we get third chances. 

Fourth chances. Fifth chances and so on.  

Today is the start of a new term. A new beginning. Who do you want to be? If 

you’ve made mistakes in the past how about starting again, today? If you 

didn’t take opportunities last term how about giving them a go this term? If 

you haven’t given your best in the past how about changing that from today? If 

there are friendships to repair how about practising forgiveness today? If you 

mucked about in lessons or had bit of a run in with a teacher how about 

putting that right in the coming days? If you didn’t take any risks in class or on 

the sports field or in any other area of school life how about daring to take a 

risk this term? If you’ve been hiding from the real you with all of your talents, 

failings and oddities how about finding out a little bit more about who you 

really are this term? If you had low expectations of yourself how about raising 

them a little or alot this term? If you weren’t as kind or generous as deep down 

you think you could have been how about changing that this term?  

Who do you want to become? There’s only ever going to be one of you. 

There’s only ever going to be one of today.. Whatever you do don’t waste it. 

And perhaps above all continue to grow into the person God is calling you to 

be…however risky or odd that might seem.  

Amen  


